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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ALAN STIRLING 

 

No. As a parent and a Teacher I do not support the Bill’s aim to abolish the defence of 

reasonable chastisement because this bill is going to lead to the criminalisation of parents 

by classifying a moderate smack on the hand as assault.  The argument that children 

deserve the same protection as adults has been poorly thought through.  The relationship 

between parents and children is fundamentally different from the relationships between 

adults.  For example, I may physically remove my child from a room against their will 

because they have refused to remove themselves when I asked.  If I physically remove an 

adult from a room against their will then I would be open to accusations of assault.  The 

same problems also arise with other common chastisements for children eg, naughty step, 

sent to their room, removing their mobile phone.  If any of these were done to adults by 

another adult then the police would be involved.  In the parent/child relationship these, 

along with smacking, are currently seen as reasonable. This bill would change that and 

totally undermine parents all over Scotland. 

Criminalising parental smacking is unreasonable state interference in family life and 

parenting methods. Are parents to only use parenting techniques which have government 

approval?  The European Court of Human Rights has upheld the legal defence of 

reasonable chastisement in principle.  The current law is also sufficient to deal with cases of 

abuse.  Most sensible people know the difference between a smack and child abuse.  The 

two are not the same. To make this bill law would introduce a form of authoritarian 

government which should cause those who claim to uphold democracy some alarm.  

Our Police and social services are already under severe pressure.  The introduction of this 

bill is going to cause them to be dealing with a load of trivial cases which will divert 

resources away from the most vulnerable in our society who need the support of the social 

services the most. 

This bill is being proposed even though the vast majority of people in Scotland do not 

support it.  All the most recent polls show that only 30% of people living in Scotland actually 

support the ban.  To proceed with this without a political mandate or public support flies in 

the face of democracy and given the Government’s current position on Brexit would make 

them out to be hypocrites. 

 


